
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

  

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

May 12, 2020 

Dear Graduate, 

First, congratulations on your wonderful achievement.  You worked hard for your degree and it should be 

celebrated.  Originally, we surveyed the graduates and it was determined to hold graduation in August as an in-person 

experience; however, it is very likely that mass gatherings of that size will not be allowed until a vaccine is created for 

COVID-19, but I think we should still celebrate your achievement in a special way.  And the most special way is with 

family and friends with you as the main star.  So, we are going to have a virtual live graduation on Friday, May 29, 2020, 

at 2 p.m.  Due to these special circumstances, you may also walk across the stage at any future in-person commencement 

ceremony regardless of whether you participate in the virtual ceremony or not.   

You get to create your own unique graduation, if you wish to participate.  The concept is simple.  We will have graduation 

via zoom.  Yes, all 350 or so of you and your fellow graduates.  The first thing you need to do is let us know that you 

would like to participate.  To do so, please go to the university website at WNMU.EDU and provide your name, w#, 

degree that you are expecting to receive and the pronunciation of your name.  This needs to be done by this Monday, May 

18, by 5 p.m.  Then you need to get started doing the following: 

1)      Create or buy a cap, gown and tassel.  You can purchase these online and if you choose to participate in our 

virtual graduation ceremony, we will credit your account $40 for this.  If you choose to make your own, be 

creative in the spirit of WNMU (and we will still give you $40.)  I don’t care if your cap is a WNMU baseball 

cap or a traditional mortar graduation cap made out of cardboard.  The only thing I ask is that it not represent 

any other school or be vulgar in any way.  The same with the gown and the tassel which can be the real deal, or 

the tassel can be a piece of string, a piece of yarn or your dad’s favorite tie.  Feel free to be creative. 

2)      Choose a loved one to give you your diploma.  Have your loved one make you the diploma or you can make it 

for them and they can add to it if they would like.  Have the loved one write a special message in the 

diploma.  Make it special.  The loved one can be your two-year-old, your parent, your spouse, your grandparent 

or simply someone who means the world to you.  Your real diploma will be mailed to you sometime in late 

summer. 

3)      Choose your stage.  This could be your living room, your backyard, or whatever space has excellent wifi (or 

even better, where your camera that connects to zoom is connected.)  We will be sending you zoom instructions 

in another letter, but make sure you have good connectivity. 

And here is how the graduation ceremony will work.  After you let us know that you wish to participate, we will send you 

a zoom link with a password.  Only you are allowed to be on zoom.  We will also send you an e-invite that you can send 

to family and friends to watch the graduation live on the internet. 

On the day of graduation (Friday, May 29), there will be a zoom rehearsal at 10 a.m. that you will need to attend.  Then at 

1 p.m. you will need to log into the zoom graduation for the 2 p.m. ceremony.  We need you there early so that we can 

line you up virtually and get ready for the big ceremony. 



The ceremony will begin at 2 p.m.  Your video feed will go live at that time for the world to see you along with the other 

300 participants.  Yes, you will look really, really small as 300 faces on a computer screen will make you look like a 

dot.  We will have the national anthem, followed by some key individuals giving remarks.  We will then highlight our 

honors students and hope to have your medals sent to you by then, if you are one of them.  Feel free to make or buy your 

honors cords or make your own.  At the ceremony we will simply be acknowledging those of you who have excelled 

academically by noting your name.  Then your true fun begins with your special moment. 

Our Provost (Dr. Jack Crocker) and I will confer on you the degree that you are to receive.  If you are a baccalaureate 

recipient, we will instruct you to move your tassels from the right side to the left side of your cap.  Then, at some point, 

we will call your name.  We will let you know what order we will be calling you.  You will have ten to 15 seconds to walk 

across your living room or whatever stage you chose and receive that special diploma from your loved one.  (You may 

want to test your zoom camera ahead of time to make sure that your walk can be seen by the world.)  When we call your 

name, you, and only you will be spotlighted.  This is your big show.  We ask that you keep it dignified and respectful and 

enjoy the adoring love of those around you as you receive your diploma.  After we go through all 300 plus graduates, we 

will have some concluding remarks and then I will conclude the ceremony by asking all those around you to cheer as we 

play the pomp and circumstance music for your enjoyment. 

I know that much can go wrong during such a live event, but this is not about me, but about you and celebrating your 

achievement with those you love.  We will most likely have a few who get distracted and miss their name being called and 

thus miss their ten seconds of fame.  And we will have others who may not have the best internet connection and their 

monitor will freeze up at the exact moment when they are being spotlighted.  But what really matters is that somehow, we 

celebrate your achievement and we honor you. I think this could turn out to be a lot of fun.  Frankly, I would much rather 

get my diploma from someone who has inspired me through my courses than some stuffy old president.  I suspect some of 

you will be highly creative; others will be rather drab, but all will be recognized who wish to be.  So, enjoy your day.  You 

earned it. 

Go Mustangs!!! 

 

Joseph (Joe) Shepard, Ph.D. 

President 

 


